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Some of the community participants in Going Places, a collaborative effort of the Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling Life Stories Project and the Montréal YWCA. The group created a bus tour 
of Montreal. An interactive map, with video, uses new media to help tell their stories. Left to right: Rania Arabi, Rasha Sammour, Lisa Ndejuru, Stephanie Gasana and Leontine Uwababyeyi. 


Kacxen HERLAND 


History professor Steven High is part of a team ideally 
suited to produce the Oral Historian’s Digital Toolbox. 
High, who holds the Canada Research Chair in Public 
History, helped to establish the Centre for Oral History 
and Digital Storytelling (COHDS) that has given dozens 
of individuals and organizations from across Canada ac- 
cess to the training, expertise and tools needed to help 
them conduct their own oral history projects. High has 
also worked with a team of affiliates to develop Stories 
Matter, open-source software designed to help people or- 
ganize and analyze digitized interviews and supporting 
materials. 

“What we do has changed even in the five years since 
we started this,” says High, reflecting on the practices that 
have been developed since the COHDS opened its doors. 

The Oral Historian’s Digital Toolbox, released in De- 
cember 2010, was one of 20 projects across the country 
indentifying how digital technologies have changed 
knowledge production. High led a group of researchers 
and students affiliated with COHDS, including Sta- 
cey Zembrzycki, Jessica Mills and Laurel Hart, on the 


four-month project, which was funded through the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council’s Knowledge 
Synthesis on the Digital Economy grant competition. In 
keeping with the “new technologies” theme of the proj- 
ect, the group used Google Docs to write their 75-page 
report, Telling Our Stories/Animating Our Past: A Status 
Report on Oral History and New Media. 


The endeavour involved interviewing 16 leading oral 
historians around the world, visiting facilities with estab- 
lished expertise in the field and inviting three oral history 
researchers to Concordia for workshops and discussions. 
The tool box incorporates reviews of over 90 different 
software applications, used across many disciplines, that 
could be valuable for oral historians. 


High says one major change identified in the report 
is the growing importance of geolocation tools that al- 
low people to search data visually by place, as well as 
alphabetically or by subject. Whereas interviews were 
previously accessible through databases, they can now be 
tagged to maps. “It gets really exciting: You can see in- 
terview clips across a map or view the material different 
ways, he explains. 

The growing capacities of smartphone apps mean 
more possibilities for individually tailored audio tours. 
Mills has been developing a project on Pointe Saint- 
Charles, the industrial neighbourhood just south of the 
Lachine Canal. High points to the current possibilities of 
mapping software for projects like Mills’. “You can use the 
built environment as your canvas,” he explains. “So you 
could have anglophones and francophones create differ- 
ent tours of the neighbourhood and then do each other’s 
tours. You would end up with different readings of the 
same event, or identifying different points of interest.” 

The application of geographic software to history- 
based projects is also indicative of a blurring of disciplin- 
ary boundaries facilitated by new media. 

CONTINUED ON P. 2 
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MESSAGE TO THE CONCORDIA COMMUNITY 


FROM PETER KRUYT, CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 





In recent days, Concordia’s Board of Gov- 
ernors has been criticized for not being 
more forthcoming in relation to Judith 
Woodsworth’s resignation as President of 
the university. I would, therefore, like to 
put her departure in context. 

At the outset, let me emphasize that the 
42-member Board of Governors brings 


together students, staff, faculty, alumni 


and external members, and it has always 
been committed to acting at all times 


in the best interests of the university 
and in a spirit of openness toward our 
community. 

The members of the board take seri- 
ously their responsibilities at Concordia. 
They are generous volunteers who are 
on our board because of the professional 
attributes and experience they have in 
providing and supporting leadership 
and because of their commitment to the 
university and to their community. Their 


determination to do what is best for Con- 
cordia has been their guiding principle 
over the past several weeks. 
Notwithstanding our support of the 
principle of transparency, good gover- 
nance requires, among other things, that 
the Board respect confidentiality agree- 
ments in conducting the business of the 
university. The statement that Concordia 
issued on December 22nd was approved 
by both Concordia and Woodsworth, and 


both parties are accordingly limited in 
what each can say publicly. I also believe 
that individuals should have the right to 
privacy. 

Turning to the wider issue of where 
Concordia stands today, there is little 
question that our university, which is 
such an important part of the very fabric 
of Montreal, is a success story. 


"THE FULL TEXT OF THIS MESSAGE APPEARS 
_ON NOW.CONCORDIA.CA 
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CONTINUED FROM P. 1 

The Life Stories project, for instance, involves professors 
from multiple Faculties and disciplines. “I probably work 
more now with theatre and communications researchers 
than I do with those in my own field,” says High. The re- 
search report also allowed High to become familiar with 
different technologies. “Every discipline has its own tool 
kit” he says, adding for example, “NVivo (software that 
helps organize multimedia data) is heavily used in an- 
thropology, and we didn’t know anything about it.” New 
media practices also have implications for student train- 
ing and the definition of competencies. “Are students 
trained to author in sound?” asks High. 

The report also considers the accessibility and utility 
of both open-source and proprietary software. High says 
the software he helped develop, Stories Matter, was cre- 
ated as an open-source tool and is currently employed 
by hundreds of researchers across the world. However, 





Canada Research Chair Steven High co-authored a report on oral history and new media. | avid WARD! LAB Six AND A HALF 


he sees potential problems with its sustainability. “We 
aren’t a business; we can’t maintain it that way,” he says. 
“So, down the line, if people have questions or problems, 





Toby Butler (lower right) leads students and faculty in an MScape workshop. Butler was one of three invited researchers during the 


development of the oral history toolbox and report. | 





where do they go?” In addition to technological support, 
researchers need to consider the compatibility of pro- 
grams and tools to ensure that the choices they make will 
work together in the long term. As formats and methods 
proliferate, archiving material and finding an ethical bal- 
ance between accessibility and privacy become increasing 
preoccupations for those in the field. 


STEVEN HIGH 


Given the precariousness of community funds and the 
regular obsolescence of equipment and practices, the re- 
port suggests that it might be the role of the government 
to offer cloud computing, maintaining an infrastructure 
and making it available to organizations and projects 
whose own funding structures cannot sustain compa- 
rable levels of equipment maintenance and renewal. 

Fundamentally, High’s question is, “How do you 
connect different publics?” The emergence of new in- 
terdisciplinary and community—university spaces of 
collaboration has been fostered by programs such as 
Canada Research Chairs and the Canadian Foundation 
for Innovation. High wonders whether this is a short- 
term trend to move outside of disciplinary boundaries or 
if it represents “a reinvention of the university.” 
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Russ COOPER 


Your cellphone will soon be able to talk to your fridge. 

This is only one idea from the creative imagination of 
one of Concordia’s newest Canada Research Chairs. 

Roch H. Glitho, professor at the Concordia Insti- 
tute for Information Systems Engineering (CIISE), was 
awarded in November with a Tier 2 Canada Research 
Chair (CRC) in End-User Service Engineering for Com- 
munications Networks. 

The aim of Glitho’s research is to investigate how cur- 
rent communications infrastructure might need to be 
changed so that new services can be provided. 

Glitho, a researcher at Concordia’s Telecommunica- 
tions Service Engineering Lab, believes the potential 
of cellphones does not lie in further connections 
between people, but in creating intuitive connections be- 
tween people and objects. 

To do so, he is developing applications to adapt 
cellphones for a range of new functions. He is also con- 
sidering how existing sensor technology, capable of 
measuring space, temperature, environment or luminos- 
ity, might be used in everyday situations. 


ROCH H. GLITHO’S 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 


10 
24 


For example, you might already use your smartphone 
to check local sales at stores. Glitho would like your 
phone to use microchip technology to check in with your 
fridge just as the phone’s GPS system senses you are pass- 
ing a grocery store. Connecting to a chip in the fridge, 
your phone would signal you're low on milk, eggs and 
melons. Sensors in your phone could even help you select 
the ripest melon in the bin. 

That same GPS technology can be used to remind you 
to return books as you pass the library, or inform you a 
bill is due as you pass the bank machine. 

The research into this technology is still at a con- 
ceptual and prototyping stage. However, Glitho says 
similar applications are currently being tested in Tokyo 
and Stockholm in small-scale experiments. He antici- 
pates the technology will be available to the public in as 
soon as one year. 

“The final goal is to make daily life easier and to in- 
crease value in business as well,” says Glitho, who was 
an adjunct professor at Concordia from 2002 until he 
accepted a full-time position as associate professor this 
summer. 

However, he acknowledges this technology relies on 
an established and wide-ranging Internet infrastructure. 
What about emerging economies without widely avail- 
able Internet service? 

It’s an issue he’s addressing in his home country of 
Benin, where he holds an adjunct professorship at the 
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Tier 2 Canada Research Chair Roch H. Glitho holds up a sensor he is using to develop new applications for cellphones. The sensor can 
measure aspects of space, physiology and environment, for example, location via GPS, blood pressure and luminosity. He anticipates 


such sensors will be integrated into phones in the near future. | 


Institut de Mathématiques et de Sciences Physiques, 
Université d’ Abomey-Calavi. 

He says figures show that Internet penetration rates 
in most emerging economies are very low. On the other 
hand, cellphones are plentiful and the usage rate of text 
messaging is high. 

In Benin, for example, 1.8% of the population has 
Internet access; more than 50% has access to text mes- 
saging. In India, the numbers are less than 5% and more 
than 50% respectively. 

His research investigates ways to use different available 
technological resources to best advantage; for instance, 
replacing Internet banking with text-message banking. 
He’s developing an application that allows someone to 
send a transaction request via text message to the bank, 
for example. The bank could then text back further ques- 
tions or a notice the request had been fulfilled. 

“I see the cellphone as a great tool, but it still needs 
a lot of improvement to be usable to a wider range of 
people around the world. How can we make the cell- 
phone accessible to those who cannot read and write?” 


Expanded voice activation capabilities in more languages 
might be the solution, he says. 

Glitho was one of five Concordia researchers named or 
renewed as CRCs in 2010. Over five years, the university 
will receive $500 000 for each CRC. 
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jazz Ornette Coleman 


Russ CoOoPeErR 


Its weighty reputation across the music world 
notwithstanding, Ornette Coleman’s music isn’t 
known for being the easiest to listen to. Concor- 
dia part-time music professor Gary Schwartz 
would like to change that. 

This month, the guitarist will bring together 
11 musicians from the Montreal jazz community 
for two evenings of music inspired by Coleman, 
who is known as the father of free jazz. Lettingo: 
The Music and Influence of Ornette Coleman will 
interpret the often-complicated musical style of 
the legendary musician, and produce a perfor- 
mance accessible to any music lover. 

“These are arranged pieces of Coleman’s tunes 
performed by incredible musicians. It’s not a 
whole night of playing freely,” says Schwartz, 
who is producing the show for the second time 
in a year. 

A long-time fan, Schwartz’s connection to 
Coleman stems from playing in a number of 
multi-stylistic, improvisational bands years ago 
that were influenced by Coleman’s aesthetic. 

“Ornette, for me, is not only about signifying 


very open thinking or being the daddy of free 
jazz, it’s a spiritual thing that says, ‘you can do 
Schwartz says. 


333 


anything, 





GARY SCHWARTZ 


A saxophonist, trumpeter and composer, 
Coleman was a major musical innovator in the 
1950s and ’60s. In 2006, his musical composi- 
tion won the first Pulitzer Prize given to a jazz 
work for his album Sound Grammar. 

At the 2009 Festival International de Jazz de 
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Surrounded by musicians of his choice, music professor Gary Schwartz 
(centre) plays Lettingo: The Music and Influence of Ornette Coleman during its 
first performance to a sold-out house at Montreal’s Théatre Lachapelle in 
| COURTESY GARY SCHWARTZ 





Montréal, Coleman received the prestigious 
Miles Davis Award to honour his work and his 
influence in regenerating the jazz idiom. 

Joining Schwartz will be his former 
students Josh Zubot (violin) and Claude 
Lavergne (drums/percussion), along with Ron 
Di Lauro (trumpet/flugelhorn), Alexandre Cété 
(tenor/soprano saxophones), Eric Hove (alto 
saxophone), Frank Lozano (tenor saxophone/ 
bass clarinet), David Ryshpan (keyboard), Jona- 
than Cayer (keyboard), Nicolas Caloia (bass), 
and Isaiah Ceccarelli (drums/percussion). 

Schwartz also enthusiastically acknowledges 
the Concordia University Part-time Faculty As- 
sociation (CUPFA), which has been “completely 
supportive of my work.” 

Lettingo will be held January 17 and 18, 2011 
at La Sala Rossa (4848 St. Laurent Blvd). Tickets 
are $20, or $15 for artists, students and seniors. 
For more info, call 514-284-0122. 


! TO HEAR A RECORDING OF LETTINGO: 

$ THE MUSIC AND INFLUENCE OF ORNETTE 

2 COLEMAN PERFORMED IN JANUARY 2010, 
VISIT NOW.CONCORDIA.CA. 
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Send nominations to: Danielle Tessier. HDCC Secretary. 1550 De 
Matsonneuve Blyd. W., Room GM 8014-23. or via email atccachment co 
Daniella. Tessier@concordia.ca. 
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STUDENTS EXPLORE 
ARTISTIC PRACTICE 


Monthly student performances 
allow Fine Arts students t 
collaborate across disciplines 





(Top photo) Sechi Wight performs Distractions, choreographed by Stéphanie 
Morin-Robert. (Bottom photo) Kaylene Joseph’s piece Resuscitate featured dancers 
Kristen Lawson and Cassandre Lescarbeau. | 


KAREN HERLANO 


Every few weeks, the MB Building’s seventh floor becomes the site of an 
experimental, occasionally spontaneous, interdisciplinary spectacle. 

The MB Building has been home to the John Molson School of Busi- 
ness for over a year. However, the seventh and eighth floors offer studios, 
rehearsal space and recording facilities for students in the Departments 
of Music and Contemporary Dance. The seventh-floor black-box perfor- 
mance space has become the venue for Studio 7, where Fine Arts students 
can showcase, elaborate and redefine their work in regular performances. 

Stéphanie Morin-Robert, a third-year dance student, has been coordi- 
nating the events and earning credit for it as an independent study course. 
Morin-Robert is also President of the Dance Student Association and works 
with a team of five to ten people to mount each show, ensuring that logistics 
run smoothly. Morin-Robert began helping out with the event when she 
started at Concordia three years ago. The event was called Cabaret then, 
and held in Loyola’s TJ Annex, the former home of the Dance and Theatre 
Departments. 

Morin-Robert says the Cabaret designation was misleading. “It’s actually 
a laboratory, to experiment and experience new things in contemporary 
art,” she says, describing the alchemy of the evenings. “A lot of people think 
it’s just dance, but people come and do readings, or play music.” 

Students can email descriptions-of or ideas for works they would like to 
perform at Studio 7 to dsa.conu@gmail.com in advance. The evenings are 
usually attended by between 60 and 90 people, who may find themselves 
recruited into a performance, or asked to lend a hand with lighting. Others 
may be seeking students in other disciplines to participate in a project and 
some “are just looking to get inspired,” says Morin-Robert. 

Morin-Robert is pleased by the collaboration so far, and excited by the 
evenings’ potential. “In university, it’s really easy to get caught up in your 
own bubble,” she explains. “This allows you to open up and exchange.” 

The performances start at 8 p.m. in the black box on the 7th floor of the 
MB Building, 1450 De Maisonneuve West. Beer and other refreshments are 
available for purchase. The next show is on January 21. 


= TO WATCH A LIVE STREAM, GO To: SL } 
| HTTP: //DANCE. CONCORDIA. CA/VIDEO_ STREAM. HTMLNOW. CONCORDIA. cA. 
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PhD candidate Amanda Rossi has found a 
way to help at least one person facing cancer 
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PhD candidate Amanda Rossi with the ponytail she cut off to donate to the Canadian Cancer Society. | 


KAREN HERLAND 


Amanda Rossi is willing to take action to support people 
facing cancer. “I really believe people should do what they 
can,” she says. Rossi demonstrated that conviction when 
she cut her hair short. 

“I have had family members and friends of family 
who have had cancer,” says Rossi, a Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research Vanier Scholar and PhD candidate in 
Concordia’s Special Individualized Program. “I’ve always 
had long hair and knew I could contribute,” says Rossi. 

Anyone who has ever watched someone struggle with 
cancer is aware of both the devastation of the disease and 
the ravages caused by its treatment. Programs creating 
and distributing wigs for people undergoing chemother- 
apy are valuable. 

Rossi just cut off 14 inches of hair to donate toward a 
wig for a cancer patient. Although her hair was long five 
years ago when she first made her decision, she had dyed 
it blonde. In keeping with the guidelines for donations, 
she had to cut off her processed hair and grow a mini- 
mum 10-inch ponytail. 


Rossi is donating to Order Quality Wigs Inc., the only 
Quebec wigmaker affiliated with the Canadian Cancer 
Society. According to spokesperson Raphael Barchichat, 
the company receives hundreds of donations annually 
through their non-profit foundation. It generally takes 12 
to 16 such donations to make a single wig. Order Quality 
Wigs makes wigs for cancer patients under 18 years of age. 

Rossi’s field is health, but her research does not involve 
cancer. She is interested in the physiology and epide- 
miology of cardiovascular diseases. The project, under 
the supervision of Simon Bacon, in the Department of 
Exercise Science, earned Rossi a CIHR Vanier Scholar- 
ship. Rossi is building a database that references a range 
of physiological, socio-demographic, psychological and 
behavioural factors to better understand what contrib- 
utes to cardiovascular disease development. She seeks 
to pinpoint prevention strategies and opportunities to 
intervene in its progression, as well as improve current 
diagnostic tools and existing treatments. 

This is not Rossi’s first cancer donation. In October, she 
participated in the CIBC Run for the Cure to raise money 
for the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation. 


6 | JANUARY 17,2011 {| CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY | 





Concordians are asked for input on the availability of drink- 
ing water on campus, including the sale of bottled water. 
Two forums hosted by the Office of the Vice-President, Ser- 
vices, will be held, one on each campus, to allow concerned 
Concordians to share views on the topic. The first forum 
is on Wednesday, January 26 from 1 to 2:30 p.m. in 
the Molson Building (1450 Guy St.), room MB 5-215. 
The second is on Thursday, January 27 from 9:30 to 
11 a.m. in the Central Building (7141 Sherbrooke St. W.), 
room CC 425. 


OPEN TO QUESTION 


Academic Integrity: 
The Challenges of the Digital Age 


The Open to Question series kicks 
off the new term with two sessions 
on the issue of Academic Integrity: 
The Challenges of the Digital Age. 


Come and discuss how Concordia 
tackles these issues with Arts and 
Science Code Administrator and 
Political Science Associate Professor 
Csaba Nikolenyi and Vice-Provost, 
Teaching and Learning Ollivier Dyens. 


SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS CAMPUS 
Thursday, January 27 

from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Molson Building, room MB $2-330 (base- 
ment of the MB building, 1450 Guy St.) 


Hingston Hall 


Everyone is welcome and participants are invited to bring a lunch. 


JOIN THE CONVERSATION. 


JOURNAL | 
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LOYOLA CAMPUS 
Monday, January 31 
from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


room HB-130 
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CONCERT TO HELP 






The Haitian students’ association is holding a concert on 
Friday, January 21 at 7 p.m. at the Oscar Peter- 
son Concert Hall (7141 Sherbrooke St. W.) to raise 
funds for the reconstruction of a preschool and a pri- 
mary school in the city of Léogane, Haiti. The student 
association, called the Ralliement Etudiant Haiti-Canada 
(REHC), is holding the concert with the support of the 
Dean of Students Office one year after the country was 
devastated by an earthquake. It will feature Haitian artists 
such as Melissa Dauphin, Toto and Pascal Laraque. It will 
be preceded by a reception for ticket holders. 

Tickets are $25 each, $20 for students, and are available 
through the Admission network as well as at the Dean 
of Students Offices on both campuses (1455 De Maison- 
neuve Blvd. W., room H-637, and 7141 Sherbrooke St. W., 
room AD-121), and at the REHC office (2150 Bishop St., 
room K-202). rehc.concordia.ca 
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Concordia’s Department of Music and the Orchestre Sym- 
phonique de !’Isle (OSI) are holding a concert to raise funds 
for a new grand piano at the Oscar Peterson Concert 
Hall (7141 Sherbrooke St. W.) on Sunday, January 30 
at 8 p.m. 

Performed by OSI, the concert kicks off a fundraising 
campaign for a new grand piano at Oscar Peterson Concert 
Hall. Under the direction of OSI Conductor Cristian Gort, 
Concordia music students and faculty members perform a 
classical music program of works by Dvorak (Ouverture du 
Carnaval), Chopin (Piano concerto No.1) and Saint-Saens 
(Carnaval des Animaux). 

Tickets, $20, are available through the Admission net- 
work and at the door. 
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All events are posted in advance at now.concordia.ca/upcoming-events/. 
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INTO ESCALATOR PROJECT Mimi: 


Facilities Management takes great care to minimize Gis 


Henry F. Hall Building 


SHELAGH PEDEN 


Construction begins this month on the escalator replace- 
ment project in the Henry F. Hall Building. The task 
is complex and has taken 16 months of planning with 
enormous effort made to minimize disruptions to the 
Concordia community. 

The Project Manager John Fisher is excited to be work- 
ing on a project of such magnitude, improving the traffic 
flow of the thousands of students, staff and faculty who 
use the building. 

A request for proposals was made in September 2010. 
At the time, the project could have taken two forms: 
either the chosen escalators would be pre-assembled 
and part of the facade of the building would need to 
be removed to get the escalators inside, or the escalators 
would be modular, delivered in pieces and assembled 
on site. 

The modular escalator proposal submitted by Kone, a 
company that specializes in innovative and eco-efficient 
elevators and escalators, won the construction tender. 
The proposal, which reuses the existing metallic struc- 
ture, was chosen not only for its convenience but also 
for the less disruptive nature of the installation and the 
state-of-the-art technology proposed. The technology is 
so new, even to those in the industry, that Kone is cur- 
rently training employees to install, repair and maintain 
the innovative machinery. Concordia is expected to be 
Kone’s showcase project in Canada. 

Because the escalators are modular, they can be de- 
livered to the installation sites via the loading bay and 
freight elevator, which is tightly scheduled during this 
busy period by Distribution Services. Planners even 
scheduled preventive maintenance on the freight elevator 
before construction began to avoid costly delays during 
construction. 





Tim Horton’s and the exam schedule boards were 
moved to the other side of the lobby to accommodate the 
project, but planners were able to avoid relocating any 
classes. 

The project was initially developed over six phases, but 
has been reduced to four phases, ending nine months 
sooner than originally anticipated. 

Each phase begins with the installation of special 
signage indicating detours, and the construction of tem- 
porary, fireproof walls around each work site to contain 
sound and dust from the construction. Repairs are then 
made on the structural frames of the escalators. The old 
escalators are removed and the new installed. The finish- 
es, such as lighting and ceramics, are then replaced and 
the temporary walls are removed, completing the phase. 

The first of four phases encompasses the east side of 
the lobby as well as floors nine through 12. The next 
phase, which covers floors seven and eight, is expected to 
begin in August. 

Most Concordians are expected to take the 
stairs on floors where construction will take 
place as access to the elevators will be limited 
and will serve primarily passengers with mo- 
bility issues. Temporary access passes will be 
issued to disabled students by the Access Centre 
for Students with Disabilities. Access passes for 
faculty and staff will be managed by the Secu- 
rity Department. 

Comments about the project should be direct- 
ed to the Service Centre, 514-848-2424, ext. 2400. 

Stay tuned to now.concordia.ca for regular 
updates as each phase begins. 


ieee Wee Hien patti bee Cys a 
ouiine the tocations of ine temocorary 


; COURTESY OF MARTIN « MARCOTTE / BEINHAKER, ARCHITECTES 


ruptions to users of Concordia s * : 



















il 


Walls TO CE DUlL UB YT 


om 





the aviation industry stress the importance of collaboration with academia 


Cita DESJARDINS 


With Concordia at the forefront of aerospace research 
in Montreal, it’s no surprise that a special visit from Bell 
Helicopter Textron drew a standing-room-only crowd. 
The presentation (a combined effort from the Montreal- 
Ottawa Chapter of the American Helicopter Society, 
Concordia’s Faculty of Engineering and Computer Sci- 
ence, as well as its Office of the VP Research) saw Jeff 
Lowinger and Catherine Ferrie, two executives from the 
commercial helicopter giant, fly in from Texas to de- 
liver a timely talk on the future of rotorcraft design and 
production. 

As the company’s Executive Vice-President of En- 
gineering, Lowinger’s focus is making — and selling 
— tomorrow’s helicopters today. He explained that the 
work going on in industry was dependent on advance- 
ments in academia. “Your challenge,” he said, addressing 
the rapt group of students and faculty members, “is 
to figure out how we make today’s technology faster, 
cheaper and more reliable.” 

For Catherine Ferrie, Director of the com- 
pany’s “Xworx” division, the focus is similarly forward- 
thinking. As they track emerging technologies from a 


broad range of sources that can benefit the rotorcraft 
industry, Ferrie and her team develop technologies for 
integration into Bell’s next generation products. From 
basic research through concept development, rapid pro- 
totyping and testing, the Xworx division interfaces with 
universities, small businesses and government labs in areas 
from structures and materials to sensor technology and 
aeronautics work. Although it was hard hit by the recent 
economic downturn, she was confident that the future 
of the aerospace industry is bright: “my job is to envision 
the art of what’s possible to the market — that’s why we 
work with universities.” 

With a solid history of support for projects and in- 
ternships within the Concordia Institute for Aerospace 
Design and Innovation through its Mirabel-based fa- 
cilities, Bell Helicopter Textron has long affirmed its 
confidence in Concordia. Robin Drew, Dean of the Fac- 
ulty of Engineering and Computer Science, said that the 
feeling is mutual. “The great turnout from our students 
and faculty for this special lecture shows that aerospace 
research has really taken off at Concordia. This event has 
helped us strengthen our ties to Bell Textron, one of our 
most vital partners, by keeping the dialogue between in- 
dustry and academia open and engaged.” 





At the aerospace research lecture from left to right: Executive 
Vice-President Engineering, Bell Helicopter Textron Canada 
Jeff Lowinger; Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
Dean Robin Drew; Director of Xworx, Bell Helicopter Textron 
Catherine Ferrie; Vice-President Engineering at Bell Helicopter 
Textron Canada Don Friesen; and Aerospace Special Advisor, 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science Robert Fews. 
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Tie John Molson School of Businesss 2011 team (leit to 
right): Michael Gerstel, Tania D'Amico, Aaron Linden. Raj 


Sadhulcha. coach Dickson fay and alternate Henry Shih. 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


WINS MBA CASE 
COMPETITION 


Concordia delegation makes it to semifinals in 
international events 30th year 


Russ COOPER 
John Molson School of Business students started the 
year ready to get down to, well, business. 

Kicking off the winter term, the 30th edition of 
the John Molson MBA International Case Competi- 
tion (MBAICC) was held January 3 to 8 at Fairmont 
the Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Montreal. 

This year, EGP — University of Porto Business 
School, from Portugal, took home to Portugal the 
Concordia Cup, complete with a cheque for $10 000. 
Queen’s University from Kingston, Ontario, placed 
second, while the University of Kaiserslautern, Ger- 
many, captured third. 

The four-member team from the JMSB made it to 
the semifinals, finishing among the top nine teams 
of 36 competing. The team remains proud of its 
performance, taking the intense contest as a true test 
of their abilities. 


43 


“It was fantastic. It’s such an emotional roller 
coaster. It really got the adrenalin going, and I 
learned a lot,” said Aaron Linden, second-year MBA 
student and member of the JMSB’s team. 

The competition usually provides some unusual 
twist or challenge with a live case, and this year was 
no exception. In the past, students have been asked 
to develop hypothetical solutions for corporations 
within a pressure-packed three-hour period. On 
January 6, it was a branch of the federal government 
asking for answers. 

Representatives from Foreign Affairs and Inter- 
national Trade Canada asked students to address 
Canada’s interest in establishing more bilateral trade 


agreements to facilitate an expansion of business 
abroad and become more competitive in global trade. 

“It was definitely challenging,” said Micheal Ger- 
stel, second-year MBA student and member of the 
JMSB’s team. “I think we did a good job in realiz- 
ing that Canada, as a small player vis-a-vis other 
countries and their trading prowess, has to be very 
strategic in aligning its core competencies up with 
the particular needs of other countries.” 

For organizers, the anniversary event — which 
welcomed roughly 250 participants — went off 
without a hitch. The smooth operation allowed or- 
ganizers to raise thousands of dollars for charity. 

By placing tables in a few strategic places and so- 
liciting donations, organizers raised $8 400 for the 
Lights for Life charity, a non-profit organization 
that provides durable, rechargeable LED lighting to 
some of the world’s poorest children with no access 
to electricity. 


SCHOOLS FROM AROUND THE WORLD THAT APPLIED TO 
COMPETE IN THE MBAICC — THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS IN ITS 30-YEAR HISTORY. 


A notable development: long-time JMSB pro- 
fessor Pierre Brunet formally announced his re- 
tirement from competition organizing. Brunet has 
been involved with the MBAICC nearly every year 
since its inception in 1981, serving as chair and an 
active board member. 

“This was not unexpected, as he had mentioned 
it several times over the past several years. I was 
not surprised, but very disappointed,” says Alan 
Hochstein, JMSB Associate Dean and Director 
MBA Program. “He was always a positive element 
within the competition. He was well-known and 
well-liked.” 
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Golf driving range opens at 
the Stinger Dome 
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Winter has got nothing on Glenn Weir, a Group Leader for Fa- 
cilities Management, who warms up his golf game in the Stinger 
Dome at the newly opened driving range. 

The driving range is open until April, Monday to Friday from 
11 to 2 p.m: Seventy-five balls are $8 for students, $10 for fac- 
ulty/staff and alumni, and $12 for the public. It’s also open Sun- 
day 8 a.m. to noon; $10, $12, and $15 respectively. The Stinger 
Dome is located at 7200 Sherbrooke St. W. 

The practice will help Weir stay in shape for the summer's 
Concordia Memorial Golf Tournament, the annual event he’s 
helped organize for 15 years. (The dates for 2011 edition have 
not been set yet.) Aimed at raising funds for students in financial 
need, the tournament raised nearly $7,000 in 2010 and $9,000 
in 2009. | 


